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Introduction

The purpose of this booklet is to provide suggestions for activities
at Birmingham Botanical Gardens that can help with the

development of map skills.

The activities link to the geography curriculum for Key Stages 1, 2
and 3. Teachers should choose the activities from the pack that

they feel match the age and ability of their pupils.

The activities can also link to other subject areas — particularly
Maths (compass directions, positional vocabulary etc.) and PE

(outdoor and adventurous activities, team work etc.).



Suggested Activities

Labelling a World Map

Pupils can plot onto a map of the world the countries of origin they find on
the plant labels around the different parts of the Botanical Gardens.
Alternatively, they could simply label the Tropical, Sub-tropical,

Mediterranean and Arid parts of the world, to link with the four glasshouses.

Worksheet A has a map of the world that can be used, which shows the
location of the Equator and the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn. This can
also be used for recording the location of the Northern and Southern
Hemisphere, climate zones, biomes, vegetation belts, rivers etc., perhaps

with a key devised by the pupils.

Where is the Botanical Gardens?

Using maps at school (e.g. the 1:50 000 OS map of Birmingham), pupils
can be asked to locate Birmingham Botanical Gardens along with other

landmarks nearby. They can also plot the route which they would travel

from school, in advance of their visit

Fieldwork and Mapwork

Worksheet B has a detailed map of the Botanical Gardens that can be used
for pupils to locate different features or plot a route around the Gardens.
This can also link to compass directions and positional/directional
vocabulary, for example groups of pupils could plan walks for other groups

to follow.



Worksheet C has a grid, so can be used for coordinates work — locating or
recording particular features of the Botanical Gardens. Pupils could also
create a key to show different physical or human features, such as the
glasshouses or different types of vegetation (e.g. grass, woodland, bog

garden, alpine plants).

Worksheet D shows the area around the Main Lawn and could be used for
locating or recording features such as the Bandstand, Fountain and Lawn

Aviary. Again, this could be used for introducing keys and symbols.

Using Photographs

Worksheet E has a set of photographs of obvious locations in the Gardens.
Having found the locations, pupils have to mark them onto a map (the
maps on Worksheets B or C would be ideal). An aerial photograph of the
Gardens (available via an online search) could be used for locating

features in conjunction with OS maps of various scales.
Glasshouse activities

The Glasshouse map on Worksheet F can be used to locate particular

features, mark positions of plants or to introduce the concept of scale.

Can | draw a map of a simple route?

A range of routes can be taken from any defined starting point to a finishing
point. These can be described orally or drawn based on careful

observation.
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Worksheet B
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Arid House L  Subtropical House
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Acer Beds 1 Japanese Garden

Alan King Alpine Garden 2 Lawn Aviary

American Bank 3 Main Lawn

Azalea Walk 4 .

Bamboo Corner 5 Natnl Bonsai Collectn 4

Bandstand 6 North American Bank 26

Bog Garden 7  Pinetum 27 2

Bus Stop Border 8 Rhododendron Walk 28 10

Butterfly Garden 9 Rock Garden and 29 \

" House (Seasonal) 10 Memory Pool

Cameran Fatl = o R 2 Butterfly house open
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Cottage Garden 13 s Gird
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Fern Garden 15 Study Centre (BMETC) 33 NURSERY ”
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Half Moon Bed 20  Wetlands Habitat 38 in Main Building "

Hétlscooiis Border 21 Wilson Border 39 AN EDUCATIONAL CHARITY ‘

Herb Garden 22  Winter Garden 40

Historic Gardens 23 Woodland Walk 41 www.birminghambotanicalgardens.org.uk
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Worksheet E Name:
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